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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

AH claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith (or 
prev.ousfy mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course 

^ This communication is responsive to A^JL^AA^^ Tt AjurViAe tnt, Ottobf lO^ Z OOf) . 

fjf The allowed claim(s) Ware / * 4*0 

-ft The drawings filed on OJMr 10 ; 2 DM 

_ are acceptable. 

CD Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9{a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
•Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

'tSS^S^SS^SS^FS^ 1 ^ F0R REPLY t0 comply with th9 r «M r ements noted below is set to EXPIRE THREE MONTHS 

tl£ • ^ 5 miS °" ,ce a ? ,on - Fai,ure t0 timely ""P* wi " resu,t in ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). u & ot 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses that the oath or 
declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. ™*>ow» max me oarn or 

□ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 

□ including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. attached hereto or to Paper No. 



( ~\ 



which has been approved 



□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on 

by the examiner. 

□ Including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

tontifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 34(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the drawings 
The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftperson. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this notice should include, in the upper right hand comer, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL NUMBER) If 

Sf^S^V 6 ?'^ ? 0f AI,owance and Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE 0F WUMBfeH '' 

ALLOWANCE should also be included. 



Ml 



Attachments) 

Notice of References Cited, PTO-692 

Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 
^ Examiner's Arnendrnent/Comment 

□ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological Material 
^(| Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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Application/Control Number: 09/4 1 9,7 1 6 
Art Unit: 1761 

Examiner's Amendment 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of 
claims 41-76 which are drawn to an inventionnonelected without traverse. 
Accordingly, claims 4 1 -76 have been cancelled. 

In order to correct an obvious informality, pursuant to MPEP 1302.04, the 
following change has been made by the Examiner: 

In claim 1, line 2, the term -providing-has been inserted after "a)". 



Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
prior art of record does not show or suggest the present method of heating a food 
product in a blancher comprising introducing food product into a heat transfer 
medium within the housing of the blancher through the inlet, discharging a fluid 
through at least one of the plurality of pairs of orifices into the heat transfer 
medium, heating the food product in the food product-receiving chamber, urging 
the food product in the food product-receiving chamber toward the outlet, and 
removing the food product from the food product-receiving chamber through the 
outlet. 



Application/Control Number: 09/419,716 
Art Unit: 1 76 1 

The Hengstenberg patent is cited to show an apparatus for blanching 
sauerkraut. The Zittel ( 841) patent is cited to show an open-throat blancher. 
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